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11 May 1951

Dear George:

Your letter of 3 May came as somewhat of & surprise
to me, as 1t was my understanding that, because of
my allowance, I could retain or recall to active
duty any naval aviator that I wished, who was on
the retired list, The fact that officers of the

30 June 1951 retirement list are mostly to be re-
tained on active duty means nothing to me whatso=
ever, excepting that possibly I should have had one
of them.

It 1s hard for Admiral Conolly or myself %to recom=
mend some one for thls assignment, because we know
nothing about them. Ve therefore requested you to
have one of your assistants make out a list of the
naval aviators of consequence on the retired list,
and also asked that you send us their biographies,
Perhaps you did not receive this letter, or if you
did it was misplaced due to the press of other
business,

Would 1t be possible for you to send me the names

of the offlcers presently retired, and those about
to be retired, and wlll you also send me the blogra=-
phies of these officers so that Admiral Conolly and
myself may look at them? If vou cannot do that,
would it be possible to send me the names, and I
wlll wrilte to the proper section in BuPers for the

bilographles?

If we cannot get a competent retired officer, I'm
going to ask the President of the War College to
change the unfilled billst to an active duty aviator,
preferably a senior commander. I should like to
have this done right away so that we may endeavor

to 111 the billet from some graduate of the Var
College in recent years, or from those about to
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graduate. I should particularly like to obtain here
Commander D. C. Richardson, who served on the staff
before, who 1s thoroughly femiliar with our work,
who did very well here, and who has now completed
several years at sea., He knows nothing of this.

You will be interested to know that I am getting

very friendly comments from everywhere on Savo Island,
It took two yearrs with two and one~half officers to

do the analysis, plus a prior year of research with
one commander in collecting the necessary references
and translations. The Battle for Leyte Culf has ine
finltely more ships and planes, and the staff 1s but
fifty percent of what was employed in the previous
studies - Coral Sea and Midway,

You will also be interested to know that the film -
The Battle of the Coral Sea - 1ig completed, and except
for a llttle minor error, which I hope will be copre
rected, will be 1ssued to the fleet presently.

I cannot tell you how much the War College 1s indebted
to you for your assistance in creating these moviesy
You deserve the greatest cormendation for your under-
standing and appreciation of what these War College
Analyses and the movies on them are all about, and I
want to be the first to tell you sol

With warmest personal regards, I an,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES.

Captaln George C, Towner, USN
(Officer Detaill Section),-
Burcau of Naval Personnel,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, D. C,.




17 May 1951

Dear George:

Could you have one of your assistants send me the
following Information immediately: the date when
Admiral R, H. English became Rear Admiral,

In our Nidway book, an® our Midway film now nearing
completion, we have addressed him as "Rear Admiral,"
as has Captalin Morison in his book; and yet the
CINCPAC order dated May 27th, 1942, which was but:
slx days before the action, referred to him as
"Captain English,"

The Battle of Midway film, I think, is excellent.
I Just reviewed it in New York yesterdey, and we
are bringing it up to the War College next week
for a review by the President and designated
members of the Staff,

Viith warmest personal regards, I am, as ever,

Your 0ld Friend,

R, We BATES,

Captain George C., Towner; USHN
(Officer Detall Section), -
Bureau of Haval-Perscnnei,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, D, C,.




17 May 1951

Dear Mr. Roesslet

This letter 1s merely to confirm our agreo=
ment  whereln you will show, in Interelock
form, the Battle of Mlidway film on the
afternoon of Wednesday, May 23rd, at the
Viar College.

I presume that the best time to commence
showling this f1lm will be 1:45 pem., or
In naval time, 1345,

Best regards,

Very sincerely yours,

Re VY4 BATES,
Rear Admiral USNH (Ret)

Mr. Herman Roessle, ’
Audio Productions, Inc.,
630 Ninth Avenus,

New York 19, New York.




18 May 1951

Dear Jack:?

It was wonderful to see you in New York, and I noted for the
first time that you seemed to be quite healthy. In my past
observations I thought that the straln of your responsibilities
was telling on you, but your Zuropean jaunt was very helpful
in reducing the tension., Thanks for your thoughtfulness to

me; naturally I always appreciate 1t. :

I have taken up the matter of your recall to active duty so -
that you might be present at our Global Strategy Discussions,
beginning at the end of May and continuing until June 8th.

The President of the War College = Admiral Richard Lansing
Conolly - was quite pleased at your interest, and has written-
to Admiral Delaney asking that you be recalled for the period,
May 28th to June 8th, '

For your information we are to have a Global Strategy Dise
cussion in seminar form, where officers from all over the
United States, with a limited number of civillans, are
engaged In discussions along Global lines. You should be a
fgge‘addition to this discussion period]! Dont't back down on
this

If you have-any trouble on this thing, please advise me
imnediately, and if we cannot order you up through the
Reserves, which we prefer for your sake as you prefer that
also, we will then see if we can't get you up here on &
clvilian basis. :

I don't know what Admiral Delaney will do about your case,
but_perhaps 1f you get in contact with the Officer-in-Charge
of Reserves in the District, the matter will be cleared up
irmediately, Admiral Conoliy's letter to Admiral Delaney
lef't yesterday.

Viith best regards to yourself and to your wife, and with hopes
that you will be up here during the Global Strategy Dis-

cussions, I am, as ever,
Your 01d Friend,

Mr, John J. BeI"an,
John J, Bergen-and Co.,
40 %all Street

New York, New York.




28 May 1951

Dear Captain Renken:

I am in recelpt of a dispatch from the NPE€ concerning the
Midway interlock showing for the Pentagon, 1 June, 1300,
Room 3, Section 5B I will be there for that showing, I
expect to leave on the afternoon of May 30th and will
remain at the University Club,

When we showed the Coral Sea picture we had the large
audltorium and invited a large attendance, As a cone .
sequence, many- officers were present, including Admirals
McCormick, Low, and others, I understand that Room 3
is very small and will house an extremely limited number
of persons., There may bé a reason for the small room,
and I offer no objection, However, this i1s a very fine
movie -1 my mind, and I should like as many to see 1t as
is advisable,

I am writing to you about this with a hope that you will
pass the iInformation on to0 Commander Gibson, who may have
something to do with this,

I wish to meke clear that I am not asking for the large
moving picture room; I am merely suggesting that possibly
it might be well to use it. If you decide not to, that 1s
entirely within your province, I am merely the technical
adviser to discuss any discrepancies that anyone might
feel are apparent in the film, For your information, this
film has already been approved by Admiral Spruance, by
Admiral Beary, and by Admiral Conolly,

.

Hoping to see you when I am in Washington, I am,
Ver;y sincerely yours,

R. We BATES,

Captain Henry A, Renken, USN,-

Room 4C539, Pentagon Building,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D. C,.

P.S. As a matter of information this film, in the inbterlock
stage, will take approximately three hours. Don't let
this concern Kou as no one in the War College has

objected to this length.




29 May 1951

Dear Mary:

Sometime ago we sent you a chart of the command ree
lations Incident to the Battle for Leyte Gulf, As-I
have heard nothing from you concerning our querles, I
presume that you are either t0o busy or have been on
one of your numerous tours throughout the world,

I now have some additional questions which I would
appreciate your answering, These are:

&+ The Alr University states that there was
at l4th Air Force Headquarters a U.S, Navy Shipping
Center through which iInformation such as contacts made
by 14th AAF planes was passed to naval commands., Was
thls a component of NavCroup China?

b, Was there & NavGroup China llaison unit at
20th Bomber Command Headquarters through which Navy
commmnicatlions passed?

ce Would NavGroup China dispatch files contain
all Information passed betwsen 14th and 20th Air Forces
in China and CINCPOA, COMTHIRDFLT, and COMSEVENTHFLT?
Vould 1ike to get a copy of all dispatches containing
contact reports and other pertinent information for
October 1944, -

I expect to be in Washington near the end of the weelk.
As ever,

*

Your 014 Friend,

Re We BATES,

Rear Admiral M. E. Miles, USKN,
Room 4E470, Pentagon Building,
Navy Department,

“aghington 25, D, C,




4 June 19851

Dear Captain Ganot

Chief Quartermaster Merrill 0, STCUT, 393 22 31, would like
to remain with this offloe until next spring as per your
suggestion to me., I certainly need him as my two additicmal
officers are still missing although ome has orders.

Pleoase make necessary arrangsnients,

I sannot thank you too inuch for your shoughtfulness in my
behalf and 1n bohelf of the War College. Needless to say,

Very sineerely yours,

R. W, BATES
Captain R. A, Geno, USKN, ,
Room 2809A, Bureau of Naval Personnel,
Navy Department
Arlington, Virginia.




5 June 1951

Commander A, R, Manning, USH
The Bureau of Naval Pez'somei,
Washington 25, D.C,

Dear Marming:

Although I was In BUPERS for par$s of a day last week and ale
though I started up to see you I never got there as I had %o
see Admiral DuBose,

Por your information, the showing of the film "The Battle of
Midway” at the Pentagon went very well indeed, However, the
N.P.L. endeavored to get ms to drop the sound effscts but I
refused. So it will not be done until then - final date,

30 Junes I am writing to Captain Parrish over at the N,P.L.

to ask him to tell hils assistants that when they work with me
the Jjob must be properly and completely done. Yo half measures
will ever be sasisfactory.

Would you mind calling up your Ships? Logs Section to ask them
if %hey won't expedite photographing the ships! logs for the
submarines at Leyte Gulf. They have been doing a splendid job
for malbut suddenly they have slowed down from high speed o

a crawl,

I'm sorry that I did not see you. Best %o overyore.

Sincerely,

R. V. BATES
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5 June 1951

Dea: Captain Parrish:

The showing of %the film "Battle of Midway" in the Pentagon was
highly successful. I know that this 1s gratifying to you.

However, your Lieut-Comdr whose name I have fortunately fore
gotten, very nearly upset the apple cart as he endeavored to

get me to approve cutting out the sound effects. Had he come

to me privetely it would not have been so bads Instead, he
started a discussion right after the showing and in the presence
of all witnesses including at least three Admirals and in the
presence of the company representatives. I flatly told him that
the answer was nol! We would have the sound effects; that that
had all been settled with the Chief of Naval Operations. Please
be sure that this is correctly done.

I signed a peper here for Mr. Southgate approving the picture as
far as we have gone. I refused to do 1t until Mr, Southgate as-
sured me that this was only & preliminary signing and that no
payments would be made until I had personally approved the final
£1lm, I must request that there be no slip up on this as there
was a definite slip up in the final showing of the Battle of

the Corel Sea in which case I was completely by=-passed.

Finally, Audio Productions was entirely unprepared to make any
changes in the film had they been necessary, They said the
"voloce" needed for certain changes recommended was away. This
was highly unsatisfactory. I told thelr manager, Kr. Roessel,
that they well knew that the interlock nature of the showing
was to meke room for possible changes, and that they should
have been ready.

Such chanves were made in the Coreal Sea movie by Film Greaphics,
and could well have besn expected here.

I'm sorry that all of this trouble has occurred buts anyone who
knows me well knows that I will slways insist that she govern~
ment get a fair product for its money, and will do my level
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best to insure that this 1s done. I have no doudbt bub that you
have a similar attitude.

With bess regards and congratulations on what has developed
into a splendid movie, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R, W, BATES

Capte Le.W. Parrish, USKN,

U.S. Naval Photographle Center,
U.S, Naval Air Station
Anacostis 20, D.C.




6 June 19861

Vice Admirel J.H, Cassady, USN
Room 4E394, Pentagon Bldg
Arlingtm’ v‘.

Dear Admiral Cassady:

It was nlce to see you during my recent short trip so ¥Washington
and :o note the friendly manner wlth which you recelved my re-
quosts,

(a) To permit the President of the Naval War College to retain
his picked boat and

(b) To obtain Commander David G« Richardson, or somebody as
good for my Special Projects Staff. :

I hope that both of these requests have met with your favor and
that I shall presently hear of vour approving action, As & re-
minder, I have until recently always had two naval aviators on
my Ssalf, First I had Cap tain Freds Cs Dickey and Comdr. David
C. Richardson, then Captain W, H, Ashford and Comdr. Richardson,
then Comdr. We¢ D. Innis and Comdw, James O, Cobb. Then, while
I was . on a trip to California, Comdr. Cobb was tranaferred sud-
denly to another section in the War College and although I was
promised & replacement, I did not get one.

I shen declded that 1% would be wise to obtain a retired officer
rather than an active duty officer. This was approved last
year by CNO and BuPers. However, since that time, I have en-
countered considerable and wmexpected difficulty in obtaining

& competent resired aviator., Those I have consulted wish to
come back to duty as Hear Admirals and to draw flight pay., That,
of course, was out and I said sc, Now the answer appears to be
$0 obtain & competent Captain or a Commeander who is on the active
1ist., Then I will profit by "work done", and the active officer
will profit through the improvement of his professional judgmend
in the study of the numerous cormand problems which arise in
these battle analyses.




@

Our Global Strategy Disoussions are going very well, _Aist.
Seoredary Koehler arrived today,

Many shanks again for yowr mﬁerest. Actually, Admiral
McCormick sent me to obtain your opinion. -

Very sincerely yours

R. W, BATES




P,

6 June 1951

Dear Captain Renken:

A 1ittle problem may arise concerning our translators. There
is a plan afoot in Admiral Hartmants office %o move Hefferman's
Hissoriocal ousfis to Annapolis. My $wo translasors, Mr,
Kawakami and Mrs, Tanska are presently housed in Admiral
Heffernan's office., I have written to Admiral Hartman requesd-
ing that he leave one room in Main Ravy or in she Pentagon

for these translators who very probably do not wish to go %o
Annapolis as sheir homess and their socurce masterial are In
Washington,

Can you help me with this? It is very difficult $o obsaln
sranslators « these people are excellnt « and I simply cane
not afford to lose them.

Many thanks for all of your "assista”.

As ever.

Yours very sincorely,

R. W, BATES

Capt. Henry A. Renken, USK,
Room 40539, Pentagon Bldg,
Navy Deparément,
Washingbon 25, D.C.
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6 June 1951

RA@ CQCO W’ USN’
Room 48474, Pentagm Bldg,
Navy Department
Washingbon 25, D.Ce.

Dear Hartman:?

Thank you very much for your friendly inderest in She ¥ar
College. I told both Admiral McCormick and Admiral C onolly
of the efficiens and courteous manner with which you handled
your assigrment and of the lack of pressure. Admirel
McCormick said that he had obmserved the same thing, "that
you appesared to take things in your stride”. Admiral Conolly
confirmed Admira)l McCormick's opinion. I hope that you don't
mind my telling you this}

Your Cormander Slaughter called up today sbout the $500.00
the War College requires. I confirmed the $500.00 and asked
sthe Secretary to call Slaughter and confirm my sction. I
believe this has beon dcne.

1 unders:and that Heffernan's Historical Section 1s to be re-
moved to Annapolis. This will "unhouse" my two Japanese
sranslators, Mr. Clarke Kawakami and Mras. Tenake, who &are
presently housed in Admiral Heffeman's offices. MNay I re-
quest that you rebain one room in Main Navy or in the Pentagon
for these translators? They are very busy; they are hard %o
ges; and I feel sure that for obvious reasons they won't wish
$o leave Washingson. Also their main source of Information
is the National Archives which are in Washington. Surely,
one room in Main Navy or one in the Pentagon should be availe
able., I5 need not be large - a very small room will do,

Thanks for everysthing.

As every

Your old friend,

R, W, BATES




11 June 1951

Vice Admiral J. H. Cassady, USU
Room 4E394, Pentagon Bldg.
Arlington, Va.

Dear Cassady:

Thanks for your letter of June 6th with the news about David
Richardson. I should have liked to get him because he is
really good. However, the fact that he is on the Joint Stra-
tegic Plans satisfies me as it shows there is a real effort to
get good men In the right places.

I now have my eye on Captain Alfred R. Matter, File Number
71362, who was graduated from the Senior Course here in 1947
and then served In the Strategy and Tactics Department of the
War College Staff for a year. I believe he would be well quale
ified for the assignment, I don't know his present whoreabouts
but as he went to sea from the Staff he is probably back on
shore duty now and with perhaps two years of continued shore
duty ahead.

Best regards to you. It 1s always pleasant to ses you as you
always maintaln an equilibrium of temperment.
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12 June 1951

Dear Captain Collins:

I am sending you herewith the draft of the Allisd Cormand
Relations at the Battle for Leyte Gulf. I hope that you
will have time to read it and will not hesitate to point
out any discrepancies or to recormend expansion of the dise
cussion of some point if you think it advisable. Most of
thls draft has been read and approved as correct by Admiral
Spruance who seems tc have been thoroughly familiar with
the whole set-up there,

When you have finished with the draft herein forwarded, I
hope that you will return it to me. Please do not pass it
around as it still belongs to my office and has not been
released, ‘'\hen so passed around, even in a limited way here
at the laval War Collece, I have been confronted with posi-
tive and loose statements by officers whose memories had not
kept up with the facts. In all cases to date I hawve been
able to produce any documentary support necessary for my
statements in the Mo ok,

It was nice to see you up here, I sincerely hope that you
enjoyed the Clobal Strategy Discussions and found them profi-
table. Your presence contributed greatly toc the success of
our Discussions.

Best regards,

He %o BATES
Captain Howard L. Collins, USN
National War Collegs
ashington, D.C.




14 June 1951

Dear Chick:

I was very interested to note that the War
College had received your approval for the
additional allotment of $500 which was re-
quested by letter, and about which we dis-
cuased,

I knmow that you have so many demands that
1t must be somewhat difficult to declde who
should have priority in the expenditure of
linited funds. However, I can assure you
that your decision to allow the War Collepe
the extra %500 requested was correct and -
wise, <Thank youl

With warmest personal regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R. Vi'. BATES -

Rear Admiral C.C, Hartman, USH,
Room 4E474 Pentagon Building,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, D, C.
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14 June 1951

Dear Progs

We had our graduation exerclses yesterday in which the
Under Secretary of the Navy took & principal rols, It
was 8 very successful affair, and the Under Secretary
proved to be a very effective gentleman, His speech
was & fine one and well deliveredj his conversation

at lunch was very interesting indeod. The luncheon’
was a man's luncheon only, presided over, of course,
by Admiral Conolly.

In the afternoon after touring the area, the Secretary
left, and 1f you could have seen him dashing away

in the famous picket boat with his red Under Secretary's
flag flying, you would have been gratified at your
decision 0 permit the President of the War Collece to
retain that boat for the distinguilshed guests of the
War College who are constantly arriving and returning
via the Quonset route, Thank youl

The world situation still seems to be very much in a
turmoll. I am happy that you are down Shere to assist
in the solution of the American phase of this unhappy
situation, :

Best regards, As ever,

Your 0ld Friend,

R ™ ':6‘. BA.’FESQ

Vice Admiral F. . Low, USH, *
Room 4E606, Pentagon Building,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, D. C,




15 June 1951

Dear General Trudeaut Coae <

In accordance with your wishes, the Chief of Naval
Opcrations has authorized the showing of the movies"The
Battle of the Coral Sea®™ at the Army VWar College., The
Chief of Naval Operations in approving the War College
requeat for permission to send the film to you listed
one restriction - "proper securlty must be observed." .
For your information this f1lm 1s CONFIDENTIAL, and 1%
is therefore requested that the CONFIDENTIAL nature be

maintained. el e -

NA

¥When you have finished with this £1ilm please return it
to the Naval War Collece.

It was wonderful to see you here during our Global
Strategy Discussions. You contributed a great deal teo
the success of these Discussions, and I have heard
nothing but friendly remarks from all sources, I am
telling you this because in the Armed Services one gets
only a pat on the back, or a kick in ths fannie, with

the latter predominating. So when an opportunity arrives
for a pat on the back I like to be able to delliver i%,

Your two o0ld friends from Manila « myself and Mark Hersoy -
also enjoyed seeing you on the personal level., Next

time you are in this area I hope that we may renew agaln
this friendly acquaintance.

With warmest personal regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES,
Cormodore, U.S. Navy,

Brigadier General Arthur G, Trudeau,
Army War College,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,
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21 June 1951

Dear Mr, Roessle:

You will be interested to know that when the film of ths
Coral Sea was shown up here during our Global Strategy Dis~
cussions, the Deputy Commender of the Army War College was
80 impressed with this film that he requested immediate
authority 4o show it at the Army War College at Fort
Leavenworth, Kangas, He stated that the Army for forty
years had been endeavoring to discover some way of showing
the command decisions in action, end the battle lessons
resulting therefrom, in a msnner that made them clear so
the observers, and that he had found that answer in our
Coral Sea film,

As the Battle of Midway presents, in an even clearer manneyr

these seme problems, I wans to tell you about it so that you
may feel as satisfied-as we are at the success of thias type

of movie and of yours, in partiocular,

It was my understanding that you expected-to complete the
Battle of Midway by the end of this month, and that your
principal problem wag to tie-in the sound effects from the
Naval Photographic Laboras with your completed film,

I am anxious to see the completed f£ilm with the sound effects
before 1t 1s sent to Washington., I should appreciate your
kindness if you will inform me when this will be done,

For the showing I can either go to New York, or you can

send your representative up here, as you see fit,

With best regards, I am,
Very sincersly youras,

Rs W, BATES, ’
Rear Admiral USN(Ret),

Mr, Horman Roessle,
Audlo Productions, Inc.,
- 830 Ninth Avenue, ’
New York 19, New York,




25 June 1951

Dear Mr, Roesslet

The enclosure is seme observations on the motien pieture
£1lm "Batsle of Midway™ which you are completings These
comments were made by two Japanese language off'iocers
down in she Navy Department who saw the movie, I ine
clined %o agree somswhat with some of thess commerits
and I will discuss sach one of them categorically. s
lether will permid you to make any change you consider
you coan make before ths cempletion date,

%El 1t If you ocan delste the word "To" frem the -
statements "Paramishiro To" 1% will improve the ssory,

% The reason the JUNYO 1s listed as a CVL, while
JO is listed am a CV,’1s as followss The JUNYD

is a converted merohant ship, whéreas the RYUJO, although
much smaller, was a real carrier,

I% might be better 1f you could refer to both of them as
CVs, although the way it is now is not antirolz m7ongs

I do nob know where the table 1s, but I think 1% is the
"Fable of Forces in the Alsublans.”

4

TEN 31 With reference 4o ltem 3 and the Befd astacks,
t be preferabls to say "no hits were made™ rather

than Ythe Japanese reported no hits," This alsoc i3 not
vital, but the change might be for the better,

% With reference to item 4 aboutv the MAIN BODY,
that they are wronge I den't believe that we

oalled it the MAIN !3()DYE and I have no recollection in

the writseup of the of ever referring to it as the
MAIN BODY, We refer %o it as the MAIN GROUP er MAIN UNIT,
Actually, 1% was either the MAIRN URIT or the MAIN GROUP,°
and lhouid be so listed throughout the book and ths £1lm,
The MAIN GROUP and the AILEUTIAN SUPPORT GROUP flowed

out of the MAIN FORCE, I homestly cannét understand
where they obtained the words NMAIN BODY, because the words
MAIN BODY were rejected by this office, Could it have
been that Mr, Hanousek or Mr, Southgate in drawing the
plotures or in writing the seript might not have used
HAIN BODY? Frankly, I do not recellect ever hearing 1t.




o

«2e

"I do not know, as that was ths term given
later, It would be more cemct“ 1f you desired
30, to delete the "F" from the "ATP", and call
" s dm "AT", Although the VIREO was actually
144, she was known officially as an ATO,

Please den't get excited about these ohmgowthsuz do
the book 1f we do not have them dme, bub they
improve the £1lm, possibly, if made,

Onos again, wish hopoi that your progress is pleasing
, b,mrulf, and with best regards to everyone, I am,

w The VIREO was definitely an ATO, Why we called

’

Very sincerely yours,

R, W, BATES :
Rear Admiral USN (Ret),

Mr, Herman Roessle,
Audio Productions, Inec.,

830 Ninth Avenue, New York 19, New Yerk.

BEncle. (1)




Dear Rogeri

It was very thoughtful of you to write ms this letter of

the 22nd of June, and I have already sent word t¢ ths movie
pecple to‘fix 1t if they can, Several slight changes may be
made, but, all in all, I'm afraid the movie will remain aboud
s 1t ise I% 13 a question of money, and as the movie is

two hmidred words longer than the m allowed in the first
place, I'tm not sure thaet the company will bes willing to
spend any more to make these few changes. In addition, Itve-
been advised that I oannot have any more money for this film,
no matter how excellent 1% im.

Por your information, the change #lweto delete the word "To"ee
I think can and will be dme,.

item 2¢«= The change JUNYD and RYUJO may not be dene, I'm

nos parsicularly oencerned aboud i1t because, although the

RYUJO was a light aireraft oarrier, on the othsr hand the
was converted from s merchant ship, and 1% 1s not

imprebable that we get this CVL from the merchant shi
designation. Perhaps the original designation was CVL fer
the RYUJO, and CV for thé JUH!D§ although the Japanese‘books

1ist both of them s CVs, The RYUJO 1s 1isted as CVe3, and
the JUNYD as CV=8, I've suggested that they eall both &f
them CVs, I hope this can be done, but 1% is not vital,

With reference te Item 3, I do'not understand why, in writing
up this soript, we kept saying, as you mentioned, "Be24s
reported no'h:lg‘," because that 1s not the way it is worded
in the booke I have muggested that they modify this in
accordance with your recommendation, Don't be disappointed
if they do not,

With reference $o your Item 4, about the term MAIN BODY, I

do not understand it, HNowhere in the book have we referred
to the NMAIN BOLDY, and 1f such & term 1s used in the movie it
must have been obtained bescause ths seript writers or the
artists went %o snother source, I have told Audio to call it
the MAIN GROUP or MAIN UNIT, but te maintain unity throughout.
Very frankly, throughout ths book we call 1t the MAIN UNIT
bub for some reascn in our Order of Battle at the back of £he
book, we have called it the MAIN GROUP,




With reference to your Item 5, you are quite correct aboud
shat ATP. Today the VIREO would be called sn ATF as she was
& flest tug, At that time she was called ATel44 and was
peforred 50 in 1944 as an ATO, I have advised them of this
change 81s0.

So much for your letters I should be very happy to have Mr,
Kawakam! have his leave with pay. There imn't any doubs
about- it that he has deone & very exscellent job for me dowmn
there, and I should be highly indignant with myself if I
didn'§ do samething %0 insure thit he gos this leave. PFPlease
make representations accordingly.

I appreciate your speaking to Admiral Heffernam sbout e
satisfaction wisth his work here., It is, however disappointing
o have him say that he has not receivo& approbagicn o because
we have been writing through him with reference te units of

his commend, and havé repeatedly commended such units for the
results accomplished, However, if he would like te have a
direct letter, if you will advise me about when hs will be
shifting his commend from Washington to Annapolis, as 1% 1is
rumered that he may go there, I will prepare a formal letter
from the President of the War Collsge to that effect.

I have been endeavoring, through inside sources, to retain
the translators for my offlce Washington on fne ground

that shey would much rathér be in Washington with’the Archives
nearby, than in Annapolis. If this hits you alse, then between
Morison and olf we should be able to hold you and Nr,
Patvee, Mr, Eawakaml, snd Mrs. Tenaka in Washingbom.

Very frankly, I have writtén on this subjeos to both Admirel
Hartman-and Captain Renken. I have heard nothing from elther’
of them, but that is nod important provided you &re not moved.

With best regards, and appreciations for all your thoughtfulness
%0 my office, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

Re. W, BATES,
Mr, Roger Pineau ‘
Office of ‘Naval Records and History,
Room 2517, Navy Department,
Washingbon 25, D. Cs
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26 June 1951

Dear Admiral Bolgert

I received your letter of the 18th of June with some surprise,
because the matter you mentioned in your third paragraph 1s

a8 matter which had already been discussed with both Admirals
McCormick and Cassady., In order that you may understand the
pPioture I will discuss the problem here in a 1imited WaYs

For years this seotion has had two aviators and cne line
officer as sesistants, until last year when Admiral Beary
suddenly detached my second aviator, while I was in Califormia,
and transferred him to another section, When I protested,
Admiral Beary sald that he would straighten this out when we
started Leyte.

I therefore let the matter ride, but upen reoceiving the
designation for doing the Battle for leyte Gulf I endeavored
to increase g staff %o the normal allowance which had been
set by Admiral Spruance « to four officers, including myself,
It was agreed with the Chief of Naval Operations and the
Chief of Naval Personnel that my staff would be myself and
one active duty aviator from the College, who was at present
serving with me - Commender Psul E, Hartmann - and that I
would have two additional officers « one to be a line officer
and cne to be an aviator, I recommended that, in view of
the pressure of events throughout the world, it might be
wise to have retired officers to £il1l1 these latter billets.
This alsc met with the approval of the Chief of Naval
Operations and the Chief of Naval Personnel, and my sectiom
was set up accordingly,.

I have succeeded in obtaining a retired lins Captain., This

is Csptain Joseph J, Rochefort, now on duty in the Pacific,

who has been ordered here and should report any day. I have

not succeeded in obtaining the aviator, The officers ‘
recommended to me have not been sulitable in their training

in general, for my purposes, and if sultsble to me were no
sultable to the President of the War College - Admiral Conolly =
who is, naturally, insistent that the staff of the War

College shall numﬁer only officers of great competence.
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I communicated with several off'icers who are retired Rear
Admirals (by medal award), and met with complete zero from
them; The word I got was that they would like the job very
mach, but they thought they should be called back as Rear
Admirals and should have flight pay. After discussing this
matter with Admiral McCormick end Admiral Frank Watkins in
Personnel, and after trylng numerous sources, including the
Alumi Association, I found that the chance of obtaining

the officer I wanted, with the qualifications wanted; and

one who would work, was very low indeed, Last month,
therefore, I went to Vice Admiral DuBose and to other senior -
officers in Personnel. I was advised to see Admiral McCormick,
which I did, and I explalned that I would like to obtain an
aotive duty Captain or Commender, both aviators (Heavierethane
Air), in lieu of the retired offlcers. Admiral McCormick

was very much in agreement, and recommended that I see

Admiral Cassady, which I o Admirel Cassady was very
friendly, and explained that, although they were shorthanded
in Gaptalna they were even more so in Commanders, but. that

one officer didn't make much difference, and for me to
recommend and he would let me lmow if I could have the
officer asked for,

To date, in accordance with that recommendation, I have
recomended Captain David C, Richardson, and Captain Matter,
Both of these officers have been refused on the ground that
Richardson was about to go to sea, and Matter was in a -
position from which he could not presently be removed. Then,
when I discovered the asslgnmenta they had, I was gratified
because that is what the War College wants to happen to theipr
competent graduates - that is, tip-top assignments, and in
the ocase of the younger officers, tip-top assignments in the
planning fileld.

I plan presently to recommend some other Captain or Commander
to Admiral Cassady, and hope that sooner or later I will find
a suitable one,

We are working here on the Battle for Leyte Gulf. There are
a vast number of planes connected with it, The problem will
take sometime, and the aviator above requested 1s necesasary
to increase the tempd of the work,

I hope this makes the pioture clear to yous Perhaps I
should have seen you when I was down there to explain my
problem, but I was told to see Admiral Cassady and Admiral

Cagsady I saw,
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Can you suggest anyone who has had War College or equivalent
tralning, combat ocommand, or good planmning responsibilities
in combat areas who might be-interested, either active o
retired? The officer chosen, if retired, must be junlor to
me on the retired list,

With warmest personal regards, and with promises to see you
when I next get to Washington, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES.

Rear Admiral J. F, Bolger, USN,
Room 4E408, Pentagon Bullding,
Navy Department

Washington 25, De C.
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3 July 1951

Dear Captain Ganos

I had hoped, with our last confersnce, that my troubles con-
cerning you and your office would be over, but now I'm ine
farmed by my ohief yeoman, Charles R. Cariisle, 268 59 170,
INC USH, whom you so kindly sent here, that he is due for sea
duty. in fact, he states that he is, theoretically, twenty=
five months overdue.

I don't know how sea duty for men of different qualifications
is handled, but evidently there is a way of handling them,

It is my understanding that Carlisle's avallsbility for sea
duty will be forwarded today., HNaturally, I do not ecare to
lose Lim, as he has been very helpful here, and is thoroughly
familiar with our problems, However, I realize that it is
not improbable that you may feel that twenty~five months 1is
too much, and that he should be sent to sea., Should this be
done, I hope that you will search again through your files,
and will (a) find me another chief yeoman of the extreme-
stenographic capabilitles that are possessed by Carlisle, and
{b) not detach Carlisle until the arrival of the new chief
yooman, ,

In discussing chief yeomen, I don't think it is necessary for
me to explain to you how vital it is to have a chief yeoman
here who is competent in shorthand, and preferably with the
stenograph machine, and who is highly intelligent.

Carlisle has asked me, if he is to go to sea, to ask you if
you won't assign him to & destroyer. He seems to have a
particular delight in the prospects of destroyer duty, and I
hope that you will be able to fulfill this ambition.

With warmest personal regards, and with regret that I have had
to take up this matter with you, I am, as ever,

4

Your 01d Friend,

. R. WQ BATES.
Captain R.-A. Gano, U, ‘
Room 2809A, Bureau of Naval Personnel,
Ravy Department, )
Arlington, Virginia,




11 July 1951

./ Dear Carl:

As you know we have a Japanese interpreter, Mr, Clarke H,.
Kawakaml, employed under ONI funds, who is translating
Japanese documents for the War College study of the Battle

for Leyte Gulf,.

Commander Hartmann from thls office went down to Washington
yesterday on & flight, snd in discussing the affairs which
seen to be going pretty well, Mr, Kawakami informed him that

his contract would be up presently.

I don't know when it will be up, but I belleve in a little
more than a monthe It fs nmy uh&erct:md:.ng that M¥r, Kawakami
1s on a straight contract of five thousand dollars, He did
not desire to be given a civil service classification on the
ground that the classification would necessarily have to be
very high to correspond with what he had under General
MacArthur, He therefore desired a straight contract.

I am now requesting that when the matter arlses, the Office
of Naval-Intelligence be prepared to issue him 8 new straight
contract, with increased emolument., Mr., Kawakaml has not
asked for this at all, but he's extremely intelligent, from
all sources is an outstanding Japanese translator, and is
working hard and conscientiously for this office. I would
like to see 1t raised to six thousand dollars.

I am on the way to Californie for a short holiday, sc I won't
be able - to see about this until I‘return in early August,
However, Captain Joseph Rochefort, who has been seérving in
Intelligence In the Pacific, 1s now here for duty, and will
appear in the next littlé while in Washingtone I will ask

him to go in and see you, As hs 1s entirely new on this work

I hope you won't be too tough on him, but will give him any-
thing he asks for, as you have always done for our studies here,

L3

For your information, the study 1s progressing well, but nec-
essarily slowly., Those who have read the work to date are
very friendly about it, so I think we are maintaining the high

level of the past,

Give my very warmest regards to Felix and to your respective
wives] Wlith warmest personal regards, I am, as ‘ever,

Your 0ld Friend,

RADM Carl F, Espe, USK,
Room 5C572, Pentagon Bullding, Re We BATES,

Washington 25,D.C

A




1 have reviewsd thoroughly the question of the proup«tin
duration of the aotive duty of Commodore R.W. Bates.

At the direction of the Chief of Naval Operations and under
the supervision of the President of the Naval War College, he has deen
engaged for several years, before and sinoe his retiremsnt and after the
oconslusion of World War II, in prosecuting research into and the analysis
of ocertain of the important naval battles of that war fought by naval
forces of the United States. These battle studies have resulted in
"Strategio and Tactical Analyses” in the form of illustrated monographs

of the following battles,
Coral Sea; Midway; and Savo Island.

Sound Motion Pioture Presentations of Coral Sea and Midway have
been made of these bdattle studies, and it is understood that ouns of Savo
Island is about to be started. These have been monitored throughout their

producticn by Commodore Bates. He and his section have been working for
one year on the analysis of the Battle for leyte Gulf. The work on this
analysis is estimated to de one quarter campleted. It is further estimate~
ed that two more years with the present persommel would be required to
oamplete it in form ready for publication.

These "Strategic and Tactical Analyses™ of our World wer II
naval battles have been thoroughly prepared after painstaking ressarch,
are well presented and have been well received by the naval service., I
consider them to bs a oredit to the Naval mar College and to the Faval
Service. It is important that this work, if it is to continue, be pros-
ocuted while records still exist and participants are still alive. The
motion picture presentations ares unique and well executed. They serve a
useful purpose in arousing intersst in oritical analysis, instead of the
usual casual narrative of events or tendency to over-emphasis of the
spoctasular features of battles.

In the past much effort and money have been expended in produc-
ing both operational and administrative historiss by civilian historisns
with varying success. When successful these attempts have been most
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valuabls, but they do net take the place o the sollestion of fastual data,
the prnouh:uon of svents that have perly evaluated, and eritieal
and responsible analysis. To find officers 'ba aocupnsh this sort of work
is difficult. In addition to availability there must be & combination of
the inquiring mind, s background of professiomal competence and astive war
expoeriense, ability to express themselves in good Eaglish, and, most of all,
an industry and dedieation to the work that will see it through to cample~
tion.

By the results already achisved, Commodore Bates has demonstrated
¢hat he has the qualifieations deseribed. I do not kmow of anyone else, now
wmmoﬁnlyanil&h.wxmmldat&lmmmu
woell. If you valus the work being done as highly as I do, I hope that you
o find a way to continus Cammodore Bates on sctive duty for two years
more. this would be in the interest of getting the work done in shortest
tize, at least expense and with the best resultant quality.

B

Admirsl] Forrest P. Sherman,
Chief of ¥aval Operations
¥xvy Departaent

mm 25, D.C.
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1 August 1951

Dear Palmersg

One of your chief yeomen (BURTON, Morris W., YRCA(T)), 1s about
t0 be or has been ordered to the War College for duty in my
sectione I have not seen him as I was away in Callfornia, but
he did check in hers to talk to the Staff, Ko one seems;o
know very much about him, although the Bureau of Kaval Personnel
says that he will have three years to do.

The Bureau seems interested "in the years to do" whereas, I,
although interested in "time to do," am more interested n
special qualificationss The chief yeomen in the Speclal Projects
Section of the Naval War College does not-only handle normal
naval routine’work, which is very limited, but he handles;

in particular, many matters carmectéd with action reports, war
diaries, and matters of that nature. He should be able to ’
take dictation quite rapl bescause I widerstand that I operate,
on occasions, at a reasonably fast level.

I hope that you will advise me ag to whether BURTON has the
above qualifications,s If he doesntt I want to find someone who
does = if he does, I am quite contents It took Captain Gano
of the Bureau of ﬁaval Persormel and myself a long time to
obtein Chief Yeomsn Carlisle, who is now leaving, Captain

Gano thoroughly kmew our problem, but unfortunately Captain
Gano has been relieved by Captain Hendersones I do not think
that Captain Henderson fully appreciates what we are attempting
to accomplish in my office. However, he may and I don't want
to take any stand on this until I hear from you.

I am delighted to know that you are the Commanding Officer of

the VULCAN, and as you worked under me in the Philippines you
probebly have & pretty good 1dea of what I seek in a chlef yeoman,

With warmest personal regards, and with a request that I obtain
a reasonably prompt reply, I am, as ever,

Your 0l1d Friend,
R, W. BATES.

Captain Re Ee Palmrﬁ USN

Cormending Officer, U:iS.S. VULCAN,
%o Fleet Post Office,
w

York, Rew Yorke




3 August 1951

Dear Manning:

When I last saw you in Washington you informed me with con=-
siderable confidence that the Battle of Save Island would be
f1lmed commencing this year. You indicated at that time that
there was probably but one vote against 1t, and that was over
in the Bureau of Aercnauticse

I've heard nothing since from you and have not been in
Washington to see you as I have been In Californis, 30 I dm't
¥now what the decision was or what, if anything, I can do about
{t. Will you advise me when you have the information as to -
what the decision by the Photographic Board was in thls case,
and when the contracts are to be let? A representative from
my office, Captain Joseph Rochefort, will call you on Monday
or Tuesdaye.

The f£ilm showing of the Battle of Midway was done on July 18th
at the Kaval Photographic Laboratory in Washington. I was
fnvited dom as a reviewer, but as I was in California I could
not gos Unfortunately, Cormander Hartmarmm, who had worked om
i1t with me, could well have gone, but for some reason the War
College chose to keep him uninformed so that no one from here
saw the picture. However, as I have heard nothing from the
Naval Photographic Laboratory I presume that ths showing was
as effecti e there as it was in the Pentagon. I thought the
sound effects were excellent.

I was extremely dlstressed about George Tomner, and I plan Yo
write him a letter about it now-that I have returned to dutye.
George is & very capable fellow, and, so far as I lnow, has
done very well indeed in every job he has been in. Perhaps next
year he will have better fortune than he has had this year.

With warmest personal regards, and many appreclations for the
numerous kindnesses you have given me and this office, I an,
as ever,

Very sincerely yours,

RQ W. BATES.
Cdr. A.R. Hanning, USH,
Ass't Head, Standards & Cirriculum Branch,
(Training bivision), Bureau of Naval Personnel,

Navy Department,
Washington 25, D. C.




6 August 1951

Dear J‘oe:'

This 1s just a reminder as to certain of the points which I
hope you wlll lock iInto while you are down there:

{1) BNaturally, the first consideration 1s the question as to
Mr, Kawakami's continuance on duty as a translator. I personally
cansider him excellent and am anxious to reiain him,

If you'll remember, I wrote to Rear Admiral Espe and suggested
a $6000 salary. I have, received no reply as yet. In looking .
over the financial chart which you had on your desk, I note that
$6000 is in the medium strata of a (S=1l, Mr, Kawakam! says
that he was in GS«13, I do not doubt this, However, it must
be remembered that when civilian persomnel are sent to assigne-
ments in the Far East the ratings which they normslly obtain

are usually ratings higher than they would have had here because
of the hardships encountered in the Aslatic areas. I don't ~
care particularly how you settle this thing with Mr, Kawakami,
but I do hope that it is adequately settled.

(2) Don't forget to eall on Admiral Heffernan. Tell him how
pleased we are with our assoclation, and of our appreciation

of the courtesy extended by him to our office through permitting
us to operate our translators in his office.

In this connectlion, for your information, there had been & plan
afoot to move the translators to Annapolis. I wrote to Admiral
Hartman about this and I think that my letter, as much as anything,
stopped this movement., My principal point was that the Archives
are in Washington and not in Annapolis, I should like to write
Heffernan a letter, particularly in view of the new Chilef of

Naval Operationa, in order to give his section a boost for their
agsistance to use If youtll ask him what he would 1like us to

say In this letter - what would be most effective = I should be
Interested in discovering his views,

{3) It would be well to make contact with Admiral Felix Jommson,

who is Chief of Faval Intelligence; with Admiral Espe, his
Agsistant Chief, and with Captain ﬁodgers who 1s iIn that office.

Don't forget to convey my very best to all of them.




In the 0ffice of the Chief of Naval Operations, our principal .
agsistant 1s Captain Renken, who 1s looking out for our interests
when he cans However, Captaln Renken is very busy working on
British-American Doctrine, and for this reason has been unable
to glve us the attention which I think he would like to give us,

Anyway, in the case of Kawakami, Renken, Rodgers, Espe and
Johnson all have an interest, ﬁinally, it may be necessary
to go to Admiral Hartman. Should this be so I think Itd better

handle 1it.

(4) In Ceptain Renken's office i1s Commander Gibson. I should
appreclate your commenting to him on the status of our Savo
Islend movlie, Also, I should like you to ask him what the
general reaction at the Naval Photographlc Laboratory was to
the Battle of Mldway., Frankly, I consider this movie better
than the Coral Sea movie, primarily because it followed that
movie, and we were able to profit from the lessons of the Coral

Sea fllming,

Both Operationas and Personnel, through Cormander Gibson and
Commander Manning,have agreed to put up the money for the Savo
Islend filming, and I am very anxlious to got started on it.
Action 18 the watch word}

(5) Don't forget to at least speak to Commander Mamming on the
telephone about Savo Island, I wrote him about i1t so hs should
be primed « let us hope favorably.

I hope that you will have time enocugh there « I have no objection
to your staylng there as long &s you feel that it is necessary =
to look over the papers that Mr, Kawakaml has translated, and

to see what is delaylng their typing and delivery up here,

I should like you to look over the basic Japanese documents to
get a 1line on the material avallablee You might-also discuss
with Mr, Kawakaml, who has been on duty in Tokyo, the manner
best sulted to obtaining information on the Japanese Army lande
based alr, which was based in the Islands of the NANSEI SHOTO,
FORMOSA, and the PHILIPPINZS, aend which was employed ageinst

the American forces. Naturaily, we are Iinterested also in
knowing the means of coordination between the Japanese Army Air
Force and Japanese Naval Aviation,

I am hurrying this up to you to get it in your hands immediately.
Sincerely,
R. W, BATES,

Captain Joseph J« Rochefort, USN,
c/o ¥r, Clarke H, Kawakemi,
Room 2517, Navy Building,




3 Angust 1951
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Dear McCorkle:

I was Interested in receiving your letter "A voice from the
deepl" dated 27 July 1951, and I am hastening to reply to 1te.

Very frankly, we here at the War College feel that there should-
be a course in International Law, of more or less limited scope,
for the midshipmen, and therefore we are interested in your
activities in that regard.

For some reason, never entirely fully explained to me, there are
a large number of officers in the Navy, and a reasonable
percentage of those taking the Strategy and Tactics course at
the War College, who view the International Law course with
jaundiced syes. These officers rarely appreciate the fact that
practically everything going on today between nations, and even
between the United States and the Cormmmist World, is, in a
large part, based on International Law, Hesre and there, there
are dlsagreements, but that does not Invalidate the fact that
the Rules of the Hoad and many other laws are atill thoroughly
effective. The various comments concerning the handling of
prisoners in the Korean affair are along this very line.
Sometime ago, the Naval Institute, through 1ts Managing Editor,
Commander Roy de S. Horn, wrote ms about having a new book
written on International Law for the use of the naval service.
I referred the matter to the President of the War College,

who wrote a reply on the subject to Commander Horne. If you
willl wander over to the Office of the U. S. Naval Institute,
which I belleve 18 in the Museum -~ although I do not as yet
think that the Naval Institute is & Museum piece - you can
certainly see this letter., In conference with Commander Horm
you mey be able to more fully organize your thoughts along
sensible lines, and will thereby be able to make a suitable
representation to the Superintendent of the Naval Academy or
to the Academic Council,

=,
Bt

I am sending to you, as an enclosure, the Sirategy and Taciics
study of International Law which was hold last yeer here at the
War College. From this I think you-will be able to obtain the
answers to your first two questions, and Admiral Conolly's
letter, which is in the hands of Commander Horm, should answer
your third question.




We have & correspondence course here on’ International Law,

If you will write for this course wo feel confident that the
installments therein will contain the essentials required for
the education of the midshipmen, and should be helpful to

you in outlining the course, In addition, the Head of our
Correspondence Courses has on hand printed coples of oute
standing student's solutions of these International Law courses
which solution might be helpful to you as & gouge., The
correspondence course students report having studied  anywhere
from 200 to 600 hours on these solutions. Naturally, the
mldshipmen would not be expscted to study for that many hours,
You would therefore have to cut down on many of the require-
ments of our correspondence courses &s well as to cut down the

answers as given in the gouges,

The President of the Naval War College, Vice Admiral R. L,
Conolly, has & deep interest in International Law, and
discovered in Europe during his years as CinC- there the
importance of this subject, It might be well, therefore, if
you would write an official letic: to the President of the

War College requesting that & copy of the correspondence course
in International Law, and the outstanding solutions above
referred to, be forwarded to you.

You will discover from Commander Hom that the Naval War

College is thoroughly interested in obtaining a new Intere
national Law book. If the Naval Academy desires one also,
it is not unlikely that the combination of pressures from
both the Naval Academy and the War College might expedite

its production,

The Naval War College 1is quite proud of its Blue Book on
International Law Decisiocns which comes out yearly, You will
find that serlies in the Library of the Department of Seamanship

and Navigation,

I hope that the above covers what you desire, If I can do
anything further for you, you need but ask,

Finally, I want to thank you wvery much for your comments on
the Battle of Savo Islands I have received many other similar

comments from various sources, and have also received very
favorable comments on the Battles of the Coral Sea and Midway
as well as on the movies thereof. I am now engaged in a study
of the Battle for Leyte Gulf which will take some time, and

will probably require two volumes,
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With best regards to yourself and with congratulations on
your eff'orts to restore the International Law Course at the
Naval Academy, I am, as ever,

Your 01d Friend,

R. We BATES,

Captain F. D. McCorkle, USN
U. S, Naval Academ’
Annapolis, Maryland,

Encl. (1)
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